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Of the more than one hundred experiments in communitarian living that proliferated in America

during the nineteenth century, the Untied Society of Believers in Christ's Second Appearing , whose

adherents are best known as "Shakers," is certainly one of the most interesting, successful, and

enduring. This book is a collection of furniture made by members of this remarkable American

religious sect.
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The book presentation itself, is beautiful. Mr Kassay has over thirty years experience teaching

industrial style, and it shows in his book. All of the photos are black and white, which at first, struck

me as odd -- but Mr Kassay highly successfully uses this medium to help convey the grace,

simplicity and sleekness of the Shaker's furniture. In his excellent descriptions, he provides the

colors, type of current finish, and the original, if known.The measured drawings of the selected items

are a work of art by themselves. They are beautiful line drawings with gray shading which gives a

three dimensional presence. Mr Kassay carefully and completely exposes the hidden joinery that

has often been omitted from the other classics of measured drawings of Shaker furniture. None of

the other books that I have read, come close to providing as much detail of the actual craftsmanship

of the joints.At first impression, my favorite is his drawing and explanation of the Harvard side table

with the under slung drawer from the Fruitlands Museum. It's stability has always looked

questionable to me, and he openly discusses it and I gained insight how to modify mine to be more



sturdy, but still very recognizable as a reproduction of the original.Instead of showing photos of one

or two examples of each type of item,for example, candle stands, he shows four or more. While he

doesn't have measured drawing of each photo, he has at least one measured drawing of each type

and provides dimensions on the other pieces. By providing many examples of items, he relates a

broad sense of all of the Shaker's candle stands, rather than portraying, "this is the characteristics

of this stand, look elsewhere for the big picture."He also includes a good history of the Shakers.
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